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H alf an hour due west of Herringwood lay May Valley. 
Maybe forty-vme ,inutesp decending on traIO and route 

of OhoiOe.
Sn May Valley lay Ald Ntreetp whiOh used to be Oalled Main 

Ntreetp but when the May Valley ’uditoriu, was builtp traIO 
started Ologging it uc during ements and OonOerts. ’ new street was 
,adep whiOh beOa,e kew Main Ntreetp and it doesnRt ,atter to 
this story one bit.

An Ald Ntreetp a Oar was carxedp and in that Oar sat a ,an na,ed 
Jigbyp OheOxing a teCt ,essage. He should hame been OheOxing his 
e,ailp but beOause he grew uc before s,artchonesp reading teCts 
was the best he Oould hoce for without aOOidentally setting the 
,enus to 3acanese.

His OhurOh and e,cloyer in Nalt Lreex xnew this. Ar ratherp 
Vanessap the reOectionist of his e,cloyerp and she toox it ucon 
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herself to send hi, the ,ost certinent infor,ation by teCt. Nhe 
was niOe lixe that.

Jigby felt rather blessed. His fa,ily had always been cart 
of the Tatter-Bay Naints until a ,an Oalled Na, Hall founded 
the Lurrent Bay Naints beOause he didnRt see eye to eye with 
the established OhurOh. qhough Na, Hall ,ade alterations to 
their doOtrinep he did agree with ,any othersp whiOh re,ained 
unOhangedp lixe the disOourage,ent to drinx Oo“ee. Yut if one 
scent a lot of their ti,e sitting in a Oar watOhing ceoclep this 
”uiOxly fell by the wayside.

Jigby looxed uc when the cassenger side door ocenedp and his 
Oolleague entered the Oar. He cut a tray with two Oucs of Oo“ee 
fro, the franOhise shoc around the Oorner on the dashboard.

 qhanx you Yrother ?aegerpG Jigby said and toox the Ouc 
,arxed Rick B.W

 Bid S ,iss anythingFG ?aeger asxed. He was in his late twenties 
and while he thought the 4reat Mission was i,cortant worxp he 
often wished the worx would be a little ,ore interesting.

Jigby glanOed at LraigRs Larcentry aOross the street.  ko. HeRs 
in therep doing Oarcentry stu“. kothing ,iraOulous yet. Lould 
you OheOx your e,ailFG

 5hyFG
 YeOause S asxed you to.G
 Ss it i,cortantFG
 ?ouRd xnow if you OheOxed.G
 Yut why do you want ,e to OheOxFG
Jigby looxed at hi,. He didnRt want to say he was the senior 

,issionary here and hoced a frown would do. 5hen it didnRtp he 
saidp  Vanessa sent ,e a teCt about Yrother Muller. S want to xnow 
the details.G

 No OheOx it yourself.G
 S want you to OheOx it.G
 ?ou aOOidentally set your ,enus to jrenOh againp didnRt youFG
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Jigby cursed his lics. kot yetp he didnRt. Yut it was only a ,atter 
of ti,ep and he didnRt want to ad,it it.

 kop S hame to xeec an eye on the shoc. qhatRs why weRre here.G
 Jight.G
?aeger xnew he would end uc OheOxing the e,ail anywayp no 

,atter how long he arguedp and his Oo“ee was getting Oold.
 Nays here that Yrother Muller is still in a Oo,apG he said after 

getting his chone out.
 Vanessa told ,e that ,uOhpG Jigby answered with a gri, loox.W
Sn a freax aOOidentp Muller and 4ardnerRs toccled into a suddenp 

deec sinxholep landing on its roof. 4ardner died on i,caOtp and 
things werenRt looxing good for the LBNRs Ourrent oldest ,e,ber.

 Nhe said so,ething about chotos. Boes the ,ail eCcand on 
thatFG

?aeger OheOxed.  ko. 3ust that Mixe and ’lgernon are looxing 
into it.G

 Ahp the whole JesearOh decart,entpG Jigby sOo“ed.  Ncared 
no eCcensep did theyFG

 5hat got into you all of a suddenFG
 5hat do you ,eanFG
 5hereRs the loyal aOolyte Jigby goneFG
 qry saying it without that tone. 3ust onOe.G
Jigby looxed at hi, with cursed licsp and ?aeger wondered if he 

really needed to tryp but then Jigby snorted.
 SR, sorrypG he saidp shaxing his head.  S should lead by eCa,cle. 

S xnow Yrother Muller wellp and S xnow if he thought he needed to 
chotograch so,ethingp we should ,axe darn sure we inmestigate 
emery ciCel of it.G

He caused and stared out. qhey werenRt faOing the Oarcentry 
shocp so he was looxing at nothingp and ?aeger let hi,. qhere was 
Olearly ,ore on his ,ind.
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’fter a while Jigby said it.  S worry for Muller. He shouldnRt 
go out lixe thisp or at allp beOause without his hunOhes weRd be 
nowhere.G

?aeger saw a tallp young ,an Oo,e around the Oorner and culled 
uc his nose. Goths. Heathensp as far as ?aeger was OonOernedp 
though he OouldnRt ”uite substantiate why these ceocle rubbed 
hi, the wrong way.

 SR, sure Yrother Muller will cull throughpG ?aeger tried.
Jigby didnRt share those thoughtsp as ,uOh as he wanted to. qhe 

longer a Oo,a lastedp the less OhanOe the catient hadp and it had 
been a ,onth already.

qhe goth walxed into YettyRs qhrift Ntore where they Oould zust 
see how Yetty welOo,ed hi, with a Ouc of tea.

 Sf you asx ,ep we should be watOhing the thrift store. 5hat do 
a goth and a little old lady hame in Oo,,onFG

 NeOond-hand Olothes. Sf youRd watOhed instead of zust looxedp 
you Oould hame seen he didnRt loox lixe your standard Hot qociO 
goth.G

 ’re you ,axing these things ucF ?ouRre always seeing things S 
donRt.G

Jigby grinned. qhese young ,issionaries saw what they were 
taught to see but not yet emerything there was to see. Jigby was no 
NherloOx Hol,esp but so,eti,es it zust Oa,e down to the si,cle 
things. qhe frill at the end of the young ,anRs sleemes was zust that 
xind of o“-white you got in truly old Olothes. ?ou OouldnRt buy 
that straight o“ the raOx. ko ,atter how well you looxed after your 
Ooatp a Oertain a,ount of wear and tear zust oOOurred naturallyp and 
those were the details that Jigby notiOed. Jeadily accarentp if you 
bothered to loox.

 Yut weRre not watOhing the thrift storepG he said and returned 
his attention to LraigRs Larcentry. ?aeger toox a gander as well.

 5hyp thoughF Nee,s lixe the Ald ManRs grascing--G
 BonRt Oall hi, that.G
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 Norryp sure. Mr. Hall. Nee,s lixe heRs grascing at straws. Sf we 
hame to OheOx emery Oarcenter in the Oountryp weRre not going to 
Polob anyti,e soon.G

 MullerRs legendary hunOhespG Jigby ,u,bled.
 Jight.G
jor a whilep they stared at a shoc that didnRt show any signivOant 

signs of life. qheyRd grown aOOusto,ed to thisp ,oming fro, 
loOation to loOation to loox at shocsp housesp and the ceocle in 
the,p hocing to vnd what they were looxing for.

’ll things Oonsideredp it Oould be worse. qhey werenRt OatOhing 
any direOt sunlight on this side of the streetp and if they had to lime 
in a Oarp this one was devnitely roo,y. Lertainly no reclaOe,ent 
for ho,ep but one gets used to being on the road ,ost of the ti,e.

 kot a lot of businessp huhFG ?aeger said.W
 kot a lot of ceocle Oan a“ord handOrafted furniture or are 

willing to scend ,oney on it.G
Jigby  nodded  at  the  street  ahead  of  the,.  ’  bla'e  red 

Oonmertible Miata Oareened around the Oornerp though it wasnRt in 
any cartiOular hurry. qhe drimer zust see,ed to xnow these streets 
well enough to taxe liberties with traIO safety.W

5hen the Oar Oa,e Oloser and slowed downp ?aeger Oould see the 
white leather interior and the auburn-haired wo,an behind the 
wheel.

 Eghp gaudy.G
 7eocle in glass houses shouldn8t throw stonesp Yrother ?aeger.G
 5hatFG
 5eRre sitting in a blaOx —sOalade with tinted windows. 5eRre 

not in a cosition to Oo,,ent on other ceocleRs Oars.G
 S wasnRt talxing about the Oar.G
qhe Oar ?aeger wasnRt talxing about stocced at the Ourbp and the 

wo,an he was talxing about got outp cromiding a tantali'ing loox 
at the Olothes she was al,ost wearing. qhe woodOutterRs blouse 
was tight but omerall aOOectable su,,er Olothing. qhe Out-o“ 
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shorts were a di“erent story. Nhe ,ight as well not hame bothered 
with the, at all.

 4et the Oa,erapG Jigby said urgently.
 4ladly.G
Jigby brie9y looxed disaccroming at ?aeger.  ?ou Oan forego the 

leOherous tone.G
?aeger was too busy reaOhing baOx to get it and started snaccing 

ciOtures as she walxed into the Oarcentry shoc.
 Bid you get herFG Jigby asxed when the snaccing stocced.
 3ust the baOxsidep whiOhp S ad,itp does loox lixe 4odRs worx.G
Jigby snorted. Nhe was an attraOtime wo,an for surep but he 

Ohose not to notiOe beOause he had a wife and son waiting for hi, 
at ho,e. St didnRt ,atter how little he saw the,p they were there.

 Peec the Oa,era ready for when she Oo,es baOx out.G
 YeOause we want to see her faOe. Nure.G
 5hat did S say about that toneFG
?aeger OhuOxled and got Oo,fortable.  No farp so goodp though.G
 5hat do you ,eanFG
 HeRs a Oarcenterp 3ewishp and accarently deals with harlots.G
Jigby turned to hi, and raised an eyebrow.  kot emery wo,an 

whose buttoOxs hang out of her shorts is a crostitute.G
?aeger sOo“ed.  My carents ,ay hame always been LBNp but S 

had a life before S was born againp brother. 5hile you ,ay tell the 
”uality of a goth by his sleemesp S hame an eye for Oertain thingsp too.G

 ’renRt you a ,an of the world all of a sudden.G
 5e all hame our sceOialtiesp thatRs what ,axes the LBN so 

e“eOtime.G
Jigby thought he deteOted a hint of sarOas, in there but deOided 

to let it go. He wasnRt neOessarily against arguing to helc this xid 
see the bigger ciOturep but it was i,cortant to xeec a Olose eye on 
the shoc now. qhey needed to taxe ciOtures of that wo,an when 
she Oa,e outp whiOhp if ?aeger were aOtually rightp would be at least 
an hour fro, now.
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He wasnRt sure if it would turn uc anything. He wasnRt as good 
as Yrother Mullerp whose hunOhes bordered on legendary. Yut 
there was a wo,an going into the shoc of the ,an they were 
staxing outp so she had to be OheOxed.

Bescite JigbyRs ocinions in the heat of the ,o,ent earlierp the 
LBN researOh decart,ent was ”uite Oacablep emen with the li,ited 
resourOes at their discosal. 5ith so,e Oreatimityp emen zust a stray 
soOial ,edia aOOount Oould yield interesting results.

jifteen ,inutes laterp the wo,an Oa,e baOx outp and ?aeger 
started snaccing ,ore ciOtures. Yefore she got baOx in the Oarp she 
croduOed a caOx of TuOxies fro, the coOxet of her shorts. Yoth 
Jigby and ?aeger looxed on in awe0not so ,uOh beOause she was 
an attraOtime wo,an but beOause she Olearly cossessed the ability 
to Oonzure Oigarettes fro, another di,ension. qhere was no way 
those shorts had the eCtra scaOe re”uired to aOOo,,odate a whole 
caOx.

 S thinx we found a sorOeresspG ?aeger said.
 S would agree if S beliemed in ,agiO!G
5ith a freshly lit Oigarette between her licsp the wo,an got baOx 

in her Oonmertible and raOed o“.
?eager started ucloading the ciOtures to the LBN sermer.  4od 

isnRt ,agiOp thenFG
 ko. 4od is dimine. qhatRs so,ething Oo,cletely di“erent.G
 SRd say we zust witnessed a s,all ,iraOlep though.G
Jigby s,irxed at ?aeger.  qry to get your head out of her 

shorts.G
?aeger had no OhoiOe but to do sop as his chone de,anded his 

attention. No did JigbyRsp but only one of the, was able to aOOess 
their e,ail without groaning and Oursing.

 5helc!G ?aeger sighed.  S zust toox a whole bunOh of ciOtures 
for nothing.G

 qhey analy'ed the, that ”uiOxlyFG
 Af Oourse notp but weRre being reassigned.G
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?aeger handed his chone omer. Jigby cut on his glasses and read 
the ,ail.W

 MullerRs hunOh caid o“!G
Sn the ciOtures Muller toox in Tas Vegas was a wo,an who 

ci”ued his interestp and through the unrelenting worx of Mixe and 
’lgernon she had been traOed baOx to a OhurOh in Herringwood.

 ’nd weRre the Olosest tea,pG Jigby ,u,bled.
 ?eahp but weRre also OheOxing out a 3ewish Oarcenter who deals 

with crostitutes. ’nd weRre looxing for a ,an. kot a wo,an.G
 qhatRs only relatime these daysp and it doesnRt ,atter. 5eRme got 

our orders.G Jigby started the Oar.  Neatbelt.G
?aeger stracced in and toox one ,ore loox at the shoc before 

they drome o“. Nee,ed lixe a waste to hi,. qhis guy vt all the 
Oriteriap and now they were succosed to go sit outside a OhurOh lixe 
it was that easy.

Briming  down  the  long  road  out  of  May  Valleyp  ?aeger 
Oo,clained.

 qhis is du,b. ’nd all beOause so,e guy in Vegas toox a ciOture 
of a rando, wo,an.G

 Muller toox that ciOture for a reason.G
 7robably  the  sa,e  reason  you  wanted  ciOtures  of  that 

half-dressed wo,an.G
Jigby sOowled at ?aeger.  7robably. ?es. S assu,e Muller also 

toox ciOtures of a wo,an beOause she was a person of interest.G
 ’lrightp alright. 7oint taxen.G
?aeger stared out the window as they turned onto the long road 

to Herringwood. qhe town of May Valley stocced abructly and 
was reclaOed with accarently unused velds bordered by woods that 
looxed lixe he Oould do so,e niOe hunting there. 7erhacs he would 
return here so,eday to try it out.

He reaOhed into the baOxseat to still his hunger with an energy 
bar.

 5ant oneFG he asxed Jigby.
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 ko thanxs.G
qheyRd both grown tired of the energy bars before they emen got 

to May Valleyp but it often wasnRt cossible to get a deOent ,eal. Yy 
the ti,e they entered Herringwoodp ?aeger stu“ed the wraccer in 
the door coOxet for later discosalp and when he looxed baOx ucp he 
saw a diner.

St had a ”uaint vfties aesthetiO0crobably beOause it had been 
here sinOe the vfties0but it see,ed far too out of the way to attraOt 
Ousto,ersp Oonsidering they had barely ,ade it into town yet.

 S thinx this is that OhiOxen leg claOepG ?aeger reali'ed out loud. 
 Lan we stoc for a biteFG

Jigby slowed down and eCa,ined the claOe. qhen he sced uc 
again.

 ko.G
 ’wp Oo,e onKG
 ?aegerp emen you ,ust hame seen the coliOe Oruiser out front.G
He had. Yut he Ohose to ignore it in hoces that would ,axe 

Jigby ,agiOally not see it.
 5eRre not doing anything wrongpG he tried.
Jigby shoox his head Ourtly.  kop and thatRs vnal. 5e scy on 

ceocle. 5e don8t want to sit shoulder to shoulder with the coliOe.G
4ru,blingp  ?aeger Orossed his  ar,sp  and the sOenery xect 

'oo,ing by. 7assing an ostriOh far,p he was sure this was zust a 
codunx town where nothing interesting haccenedp though his 
sto,aOh wondered if the ostriOh far, and the diner had any 
OonneOtion.

qhe town itself didnRt see, any ,ore interesting. Jesidential 
areas dotted around Oo,,erOial 'onesp zust lixe emery other hole 
theyRd been to. qhough ,ost of the other claOes didnRt hame a laxe 
that faintly s,elled of dead vshp so that was new.

’t their destinationp Jigby carxed the Oar between others under 
the trees along a lanep and ?aeger sighed.

 Ss ,y carxing not to your lixingp Yrother ?aegerFG
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 ?our carxing is vne. SRd emen go as far as to Oall it 9awlessp but 
thisFG ?aeger gestured at the s,all OhurOh in front of the,.  ’re 
we aOtually watOhing a OhurOh nowFG

Jigby noddedp and ?aeger sighed.
 Nalt Lreex is OlutOhing at strawsp S tell you.G
 qhey ,ight bepG Jigby answeredp  but theyRre grascing at this 

straw for a reasonp and it is uc to us to vnd out why.G
?aeger gru,bled and tried to get Oo,fortable.  Mind if S taxe a 

nacFG
 Sf it stocs your Oo,claining.G
St would for the duration of the nacp but after thatp ?aeger 

crobably had ,ore to Oo,clain about. Nleecing in the Oar wasnRt 
eCaOtly great for his baOx.
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THE END. SORT OF.

If you enjoyed that, be sure to check out the whole 
story. If you didn’t like that, check out the whole 
story anyway to see if it gets any better.
And if you haven’t already, grab a copy of the Krst 
one, As Far As  Souls  Go,  to  get  up to speed for 
Herringwood Messiah.
meep an eye on the website or the socials for Wore 
inforWation and a dash of nonsense.
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InstagraWF Wister.bakker
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